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“Everyone has the right

a. to an environment that is not harmful to their
health or well-being; and

b. to have the environment protected, for the
benefit of present and future generations, through
reasonable legislative and other measures that

i.  prevent pollution and ecological degradation;

ii. promote conservation; and

iii. secure ecologically sustainable development

and use of natural resources while promoting
justifiable economic and social development”.
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Probably only an amendment to the Constitution,
guaranteeing to each citizen a wholesome and
unimpaired environment, can overcome these
inadequacies. Such a provision of the Constitution
would have been meaningless to those attending the
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia almost 200
years ago... Today, however, the threats to our
environment and to our survival are as real as were the
dangers to free speech and free assembly to the
Constitutional Convention.

Declaring this new right as a matter of

constitutional principle is the Kkind of national
statement of policy that might clarify our present
ambivalence. It would provide badly needed guidance
to the federal agencies and would also provide the
most effective environmental protection within our
power. Most important, the process of amending the
Constitution would give the people of the Unites
States the opportunity to register their affirmation of
such a new public policy.
[Richard L. Ottinger, “Legislation and the
Environment: Individual Rights and Government
Accountability”, 55 Cornell L. Rev.(1970) 666, at p.
672.]
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