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Issues of ripeness involve, at least in part, the
existence of a live 'Case or Controversy"; as such,
'ripeness is peculiarly a question of timing' — 'its
basic rationale is to prevent the courts, through
premature adjudication, from entangling
themselves in abstract disagreements...." Even
when a dispute is adequately mature in a
constitutional sense, however, subsequent
events may sharpen the controversy or remove
the need for decision of at least some aspects of
the matter. Thus, ripeness doctrine also furthers
the prudential policy of ‘judicial restraint from
unnecessary decision of constitutional issues’ by
allowing a determination that a resolution of
the dispute should come at a later date, if at
all'. (L.H.Tribe, American Constitutional Law
(3" ed. vol.I N.Y. 2000) 334-335).
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"In some cases, the constitutional ripeness of the
issues presented depends more upon a specific
contingency needed to establish a concrete
controversy than upon the general development of
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the underlying facts. For example, litigants
alleging that a governmental action has effected
an unconstitutional ‘taking’ without ‘just
compensation' are normally obliged to exhaust all
avenues for obtaining compensation before the
issue is deemed ripe."”
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