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"The danger is that when a man is fixed and
knows that his own qguilt is detected, he
purchases impunity by falsely accusing the
others" (R. v. Farler (1837) 173 Eng. Rep. 418,
419 (K.B.)).
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"In all such Cases, if it be thought necessary,
where two persons are in the same indictment,
and it is thought desirable to separate them in
their trials, in order that the evidence of the one
may be taken against the other, | think, in order to
ensure the greatest amount of truthfulness on the
part of the person who is coming to give evidence
under such remarkable circumstances, it would be
far better that a verdict of not guilty should be
taken first, or if the plea of not guilty is withdrawn
and a plea of guilty taken, sentences should be
passed, in order that the person coming forward
to give evidence may do so with the mind free of
all the corrupt influence which the fear of
impending punishment and the desire to obtain
immunity at the expanse of the prisoner might
otherwise be liable to produce in the mind of the
witness" (Winsor, Supra, Pp.314-315).
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It would be judicious as a general rule, where the
accomplice is indicted, that his case should be
disposed of before he is called as a witness"
(Winsor, Supra, p. 320).
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"The rules referred to in Pipe ... are rules of
practice and not rules of law" (R.v. Pentonville
Prison Governor, ex. P Schneider (1981) 73. Cr.
App.R. 200 (D.C.), 212).
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"The criminal trail serves complex psychological
functions. In addition to satisfying the public
demand for retribution and deterrence, it permits
the ready identification of the same public, now in
another mood, with the plight of the accused.
Both demand and identification root deep in the
view that all men are offenders, at least on a
psychological level. And from the moment the
offender is perceived as a surrogate self, this
identification calls for a 'fair trial' for him before he
is punished, as we would have it for ourselves"
(A. S. Goldstein "The state and the accused:
Balance of Advantage in Criminal Procedure" (69
Yale L.J (1960) 1149, 1150).
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