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"While refugee status must normally be determined
on an individual basis, situations have also arisen in
which entire groups have been displaced under
circumstances indicating that members of the group
could be considered individually as refugees. In such
situations the need to provide assistance is often
extremely urgent and it may not be possible for
purely practical reasons to carry out an individual
determination of refugee status for each member of
the group. Recourse has therefore been had to so-
called 'group determination' of refugee status,
whereby each member of the group is regarded
prima facie (i.e. in the absence of evidence to the
contrary) as a refugee."
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