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"But neither one person, nor any number of
persons, is warranted in saying to another human
creature of ripe years, that he shall not do with his
life for his own benefit what he chooses to do with
it. He is the person most interested in his own
well-being... The interference of society to
overrule his judgment and purposes in what only
regards himself must be grounded on general
presumptions; which may be altogether wrong,
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and even if right, are as likely as not to be
misapplied to individual cases, by persons no
better acquainted with the circumstances of such
cases than those are who look at them merely from
without... All errors which he is likely to commit
against advice and warning are far outweighed by
the evil of allowing others to constrain him to
what they deem his good.” (John Stuart Mill "On
Liberty" reprinted in UTILITARIANISM, LIBERTY,
AND REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT 133 (1910))
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