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“As it proved impossible to fight terrorism by

bringing the terrorists themselves to justice,

Congress created jurisdiction over and rights of
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action against foreign state sponsors of
terrorism. By creating these rights of action,
Congress intended that the courts impose a
substantial financial cost in states which
sponsor terrorist groups whose activities kill
American citizens. This cost function both as a
direct deterrent, and also as a disabling
mechanism: if several large punitive damage
awards issue against a foreign state sponsor of
terrorism, the state’s financial capacity to
provide funding will be curtaile...The court can
find no case law i1n support of the proposition
that premeditated violent acts undertaken upon
civilian targets are a legitimate part of the
actions of any government...The purpose of this
statute is to deter acts of terrorism which result
in the death or personal injury of United States
nationals. In this court’s judgment, in order to
ensure that the Islamic Republic of Iran will
refrain from sponsoring such terrorist acts in
the future, an award of punitive damages in the
amount of three times the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s annual expenditure for terrorist

activities is appropriate” (pp. 33-34).
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“The malice associated with terrorist attacks
transcends even that of premeditated murder.
The intended audience of a terrorist attack is
not limited to the families of those killed and
wounded or even just Israelis, but in this case,
the American public, for the purpose of
affecting United States government support for
Israel and the peace process. The terrorist’s
intent is to strike fear not only for one’s own
safety, but also for that of friends and family,
and to manipulate that fear in order to achive
political objectives. Thus the character of the
wrongful act itself increases the magnitude of
the injury” (30 712 ,0W).
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