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"Slavery is the status or condition of a person
over whom any or all of the powers attaching to
the right of ownership are exercised".
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"Each of the States Parties to this Convention shall
take all practicable and necessary legislative and
other measures to bring about progressively and as
soon as possible the complete abolition or
abandonment of the following institutions and
practices, where they still exist and whether or not
they are covered by the definition of slavery
contained in article 1 of the Slavery Convention
signed at Geneva on 25 September 1926:

(a) Debt bondage, that is to say, the status or
condition arising from a pledge by a debtor of his
personal services or of those of a person under his
control as security for a debt, if the value of those
services as reasonably assessed is not applied
towards the liquidation of the debt or the length and
nature of those services are not respectively limited
and defined;

(b) Serfdom, that is to say, the condition or status of
a tenant who is by law, custom or agreement bound
to live and labour on land belonging to another
person and to render some determinate service to
such other person, whether for reward or not, and is
not free to change his status;

(c) Any institution or practice whereby:

(i) A woman, without the right to refuse, is promised
or given in marriage on payment of a consideration
in money or in kind to her parents, guardian, family
or any other person or group; or

(ii) The husband of a woman, his family, or his clan,
has the right to transfer her to another person for
value received or otherwise; or
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(iii) A - woman on the death of her husband is liable
to be inherited by another person;

(d) Any institution or practice whereby a child or
young person under the age of 18 years, is
delivered by either or both of his natural parents or
by his guardian to another person, whether for
reward or not, with a view to the exploitation of the
child or young person or of his labour".
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"Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude ,except
as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted, shall exist within the
United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction”.
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(a) Whoever knowingly and willfully holds to
involuntary servitude or sells into any condition of
involuntary servitude, any other person for any
term, or brings within the United States any
person so held, shall be fined under this title or
imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both. If
death results from the violation of this section, or
if the violation includes kidnapping or an attempt
to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or the attempt
to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt
to Kill, the defendant shall be fined under this title
or imprisoned for any term of years or life, or
both.

(b) Whoever obstructs, attempts to obstruct, or
in any way interferes with or prevents the
enforcement of this section, shall be subject to
the penalties described in subsection (a)"
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"INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE. -The term
'involuntary servitude' Includes a condition of
servitude induced by means of -

A) any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause
a person to believe that, if the person did not
enter into or continue in such condition, that
person or another person would suffer serious
harm or physical restraint; or

(B) the abuse or threatened abuse of the legal
process"
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"(a) Whoever knowingly provides or obtains the
labor or services of a person by any one of, or by
any combination of, the following means —

(1)by means of force, threats of force, physical
restraint, or threats of physical restraint to that
person or another person ;

(2)by means of serious harm or threats of serious
harm to that person or another person ;

(3)by means of the abuse or threatened abuse of
law or legal process; or

(4)by means of any scheme, plan, or pattern
intended to cause the person to believe that, if
that person did not perform such labor or
services, that person or another person would
suffer serious harm or physical restraint ,shall
be punished as provided under subsection (d)
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[...]

(c) In this section :

(1)The term “abuse or threatened abuse of aw or
legal process” means the use or threatened use
of a law or legal process, whether administrative,
civil, or criminal, in any manner or for any purpose
for which the law was not designed, in order to
exert pressure on another person to cause that
person to take some action or refrain from taking
some action .

(2) The term “serious harm” means any harm,
whether physical or nonphysical, including
psychological, financial, or reputational harm,
that is sufficiently serious, under all the
surrounding circumstances, to compel a
reasonable person of the same background
and in the same circumstances to perform or
to continue performing labor or services in
order to avoid incurring that harm
[...]".(.W.R — %W nIwaIIm)
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Department) Model Law) to Combat Trafficking in Persons 2003, available at

.(http://www___.ilw .com/ immigrationdaily/news/2003,0328-trafficking.shtm
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shall mean a condition of
dependency in which the labor or services of a

person are provided or obtained by threats of

serious harm to that person or another person, or

through any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to

cause the person to believe that, if the person did

not perform such labor or services, that person or

another person would suffer serious harm".
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7for purposes of criminal prosecution under § 241
or § 1584, the term ’involuntary servitude’
necessarily means a condition of servitude in
which the victim is forced to work for the
defendant by the use or threat of physical
restraint or physical injury, or by the use or threat
of coercion through law or the legal process. This
definition encompasses those cases in which the
defendant holds the victim in servitude by placing
the victim in fear of such physical restraint or
injury or legal coercion".
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"The Government has argued that we should
adopt a broad construction of "involuntary
servitude," which would prohibit the compulsion of
services by any means that, from the victim's
point of view, either leaves the victim with no
tolerable alternative but to serve the defendant or
deprives the victim of the power of choice [...] It
has also been suggested that the Government's
construction would cover a political leader who
uses charisma to induce others to work without
pay or a religious leader who obtains personal
,0W) ”services by means of religious indoctrination
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"Involuntary servitude statutes are intended to
reach cases in which persons are held in a
condition of servitude through nonviolent
coercion. In United States v. Kozminski, 487 U.S.
931 (1988), the Supreme Court found that section
1584 of title 18, should be narrowly interpreted,
absent a definition of involuntary servitude by
Congress. As a result, that section was
interpreted to criminalize only servitude that is
brought about through use or threatened use of
physical or legal coercion, and to exclude other
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conduct that can have the same purpose and
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"A conviction under § 1584 requires proof that
"the victim [was] forced to work for the defendant
by the use or threat of physical restraint or
physical injury [...] If a defendant keeps a victim
in involuntary servitude through such fear of
physical harm that the victim is afraid to leave,
regardless of any opportunity to escape, the
defendant has violated § 1584 "— %W nwaInn)
”(W.X.
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"Both pimps and prostitutes generally referred to
their activities as 'the game'. To the pimps, an
important component of the game was domination
of their females through endless promises and
mentally sapping wordplay ,physical violence, and
financial control . The pimps created a system in
which their prostitutes were incapable of
supporting themselves or escaping their reliance
on the pimp" (1285 'ya ,00)
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