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"This Court has understood the present canon ("the
specific governs the general") as a warning against
applying a general provision when doing so would
undermine limitations created by a more specific
provision." Varity Corp. v. Howe, 516 U.S. 489,
511 (1996) (.w.X — DDA AWAITIAN).
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"Statutes of limitation, like the equitable doctrine
of laches, in their conclusive effects are designed
to promote justice by preventing surprises through
the revival of claims that have been allowed to
slumber until evidence has been lost, memories
have faded, and witnesses have disappeared. The
theory is that even if one has a just claim it is unjust
not to put the adversary on notice to defend within
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the period of limitation and that the right to be free

of stale claims in time comes to prevail over the

right to prosecute them." Order of R. Telegraphers

v. Railway Express Agency, Inc., 321 U.S. 342,

348-349 (1944).
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"It probably would be all but intolerable, at least
Congress has regarded it as ill-advised, to have an
income tax system under which there never would
come a day of final settlement and which required
both the taxpayer and the Government to stand
ready forever and a day to produce vouchers, prove
events, establish values and recall details of all that
goes into an income tax contest. Hence, a statute
of limitation is an almost indispensable element of
fairness as well as of practical administration of an
income tax policy. [...]

As statutes of limitation are applied in the field of
taxation, the taxpayer sometimes gets advantages
and at other times the Government gets them. Both
hardships to the taxpayers and losses to the
revenues may be pointed out. They tempt the
equity-minded judge to seek for ways of relief in
individual cases. But if we should approve a
doctrine of recoupment of the breadth here applied,
we would seriously undermine the statute of
limitations in tax matters. [...] Every assessment of
deficiency and each claim for refund would invite
a search of the taxpayer's entire tax history for
items to recoup.”
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"To read an "equitable tolling" provision into these
[limitation — A.S.] provisions, one would have to
assume an implied exception for tolling virtually
every time a number appears. To do so would work
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a kind of linguistic havoc. Moreover, such an
interpretation would require tolling, not only
procedural limitations, but also substantive
limitations on the amount of recovery. ... Section
6511's detail, its technical language, the iteration of
the limitations in both procedural and substantive
forms, and the explicit listing of exceptions, taken
together, indicate to us that Congress did not intend
courts to read other unmentioned, open-ended,
"equitable" exceptions into the statute that it wrote.
There are no counter-indications. Tax law, after all,
is not normally characterized by case-specific
exceptions reflecting individualized equities."
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