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"These results are consistent with those obtained in
other studies exploring the associations between
intrafamilial child abuse and development of
dissociation... Our findings lend some credence to the
argument that in addition to longstanding abuse and
neglect, it is the special role of the perpetrator and the
locale of the abuse that fosters the development of
dissociative disorder. Dissociation from this vantage
point is a severe form of inability to integrate events
and emotional reactions caused by too many present
conflicting pieces of information. This more dynamic
process may serve survival in a completely paradoxical
situation, where the child is simply unable to bring
together the understanding that the perpetrator who
injures is also the nurturer who sustains. In the face of
such complexity, effort at making sense out of events
and people is suspended and one accepts a
fragmentation of self and others" (Belinda Plattner,
Melissa Silvermann, Allison Redlich, Victor Carrion,

Martha Feucht, Max Friedrich & Hans Steiner,



Pathways to Dissociation: Intrafamilial Versus
Extrafamilial Trauma in Juvenile Delinquents, 191 THE
JOURNAL OF NERVOUS AND MENTAL DISEASE 781
(2003); emphasis added, Y.W.).
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