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"It is generally accepted, and I would go so far as to
say, beyond dispute that article 20 of the Land Code
does not provide for what is commonly described as
'acquisitive prescription'. A plaintiff cannot base a
claim to land on article 20. The rights of a former
owner or possessor of land are not extinguished after
10 years by virtue of article 20, but he cannot enforce
his claim unless the new occupier admits that he
never had a good title to the land".
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"In my opinion, however, sections 51 and 52 cannot
be used against the Government. These two sections
and section 53 refer to rival claims as between a
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registered owner and a possessor and there is no
ground whatsoever for holding that the expression
'registered owner' includes the Government. And
when one considers section 54 which refers to
unregistered lands, the position is made abundantly
clear by the proviso which excludes mahlul land and
mewat land from the effect of the section and which
further re-affirms the provisions of Article 78 of the
Land Code. As against the State a person must base a
prescriptive claim to land on article 78 of the Land
Code which entitles such person to a title deed if he
has possessed and cultivated state land for ten years
without dispute, i.e. without his occupation being
questioned before Court".
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