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"A very different way of defining neutrality is in
terms of the aims of basic institutions and public
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policy with respect to comprehensive doctrines and
their associated conceptions of the good. Here
neutrality of aim [...] means that those institutions
and policies are neutral in the sense that they can
be endorsed by citizens generally as within the
scope of a public political conception. Thus,
neutrality might mean, for example, (1) that the
state is to ensure for all citizens equal opportunity
to advance any conception of the good that they
freely affirm; (2) that the state is not to do anything
intended to favor or promote any particular
comprehensive doctrine rather than another, or to
give greater assistance to those who pursue it; (3)
that the state is not to do anything that makes it
more likely that individuals will accept any
particular conception rather than another unless
steps are taken to cancel, or to compensate for, the
effect of policies that do this".

John Rawls, The Priority of Right and Ideas of the
Good, in JOHN RAWLS, COLLECTED ESSAYS 449,
459 (Samuel Freeman, ed., 1999).

797 ; JOSEPH RAZ, THE MORALITY OF FREEDOM 114-115 (1986) : 03 X9

Carlos A. Ball, Moral Foundations for a Discourse on Same-Sex Marriage:
Looking Beyond Political Liberalism, 85 GEeo. L.J. 1871, 1883 (1997)
"Liberalism, with its respect for equality, toleration, and state-neutrality, has )
become the predominant theory of political morality of our time. A central
component of contemporary liberalism has been to call for a moral bracketing
in matters of public reasoning; namely, for a strict separation between the
differing conceptions of the good held by individuals and the broader political

.(discourse that seeks to define individual rights and formulate public policy"
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