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"It's an old saying that 'hard cases make bad law'.
Its original meaning concerned cases in which the
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law had a hard impact on some person whose
situation aroused sympathy. In such cases, there
was an inevitable, and often strong, temptation to
offer a strained interpretation of the law to avoid
the hard effect in the individual case. The slogan
'hard cases make bad law' amounted to an
exhortation to refrain from bending the law on
account of exceptional individual hardship" (NEIL
MACCORMICK, RHETORIC AND THE RULE OF LAW: A
THEORY OF LEGAL REASONING 49 (2005)).
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