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"Although the presence of a positive fingerprint
identification may be strong inculpatory evidence for
the prosecution's case, the lack of fingerprint evidence
has little evidentiary value. "The absence of
fingerprints does not indicate that a person did not
touch the item or surface with their exposed fingers.
Whether or not fingerprints are left depends on the
condition of the surface, the condition of the fingers,
and the dynamics of touching.” David L. Faigman et
al., Modern Scientific Evidence: The Law and Science
of Expert Testimony 27-2.2.4, at 384 (2d ed. 2002)"
(T. F. Lawson "Can Fingerprints Lie?: Re-weighing
Fingerprint Evidence In Criminal Jury Trials" 31 Am.
J. Crim. L. (2003) 1, 2).
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"While the trial judge incorrectly used the term
presumption in discussing the common-sense
inference that a sane and sober person intends the
natural consequences of his or her actions, | think he
made it sufficiently clear to the jury that they were not
obligated to follow it...The respondent correctly
argues, in my view, that where there is some evidence
of intoxication, a trial judge must link his or her
instructions on intoxication with the instructions on
the common-sense inference so that the jury s
specifically instructed that evidence of intoxication
can rebut the inference...This instruction is critical
since in most cases jurors are likely to rely on the
inference to find intent...Therefore, an instruction
which does not link the common-sense inference with
the evidence of intoxication constitutes reversible
error. In this case, the trial judge's failure to make this
linkage constitutes reversible error” (Robinson, p.
718-719).
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"One of the effects of severe intoxication is an
inability to foresee the consequences of one's actions,
much less intend them" (R. v. Seymour, [1996] 2
S.C.R. 252, 263-264 ).
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